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Fair and Square  

Written by:  

Brooke Boertzel and Sara Hunter Orr 

 

Description: 

After losing the school spelling bee to Robert, McKayla accuses him of cheating. When Robert learns he 

might lose his award he takes matters into his own hands, placing the two of them in serious trouble. 

Throughout this interactive drama and workshop, students will explore the themes of conflict 

management, actions and consequences, and peer pressure.  

 

Cast of Characters:  

Robert Byrne (Actor 1) 

McKayla Koss (Actor 2) 

Principal; Joey Diaz; Facilitator (Actor 3) 

Introduction: 

Actor Educators (AEs) introduce themselves to the class and set up the framework for the piece. 

Actor 3 

Hello! My name is …. 

Actor 2 

My name is … 

 



2 
 

Actor 1 

And my name is… 

Actor 3 

We are actors from an organization called Making Books Sing, and we’re here today to play out a 

story for you. How many of you have ever seen a play before? Great! Now, this story we’re going to 

perform for you today is going to be a little different than the plays you may have seen in the past for 

two reasons—the first is that you will see me switching roles throughout the play; for instance, when 

I put on this jacket, I’ll be playing the Principal of a school, but when I take off the jacket and put this 

headband on, I’ll be playing a character named Joey, who is a 5th grade school student. 

Actor 2 

When I put on this scarf, I will be playing a character named McKayla who is also a 5th grade student. 

Actor 1 

And when I put on these glasses, I’ll be playing a character named Robert, a classmate of McKayla’s 

and Joey’s. 

Actor 3 

The second reason this drama is different is because it’s interactive, which means we’re going to ask 

you all to be a part of the story too!  Every so often you’re going to hear this sound signal (shake the 

maraca.)  When you hear this sound, it signals that a character in the drama is about to make an 

important decision that will change the outcome of the story. Pay attention to those moments 

because we’re going to be talking about them later on.  

Our story begins in a fictional elementary school. Can someone raise their hand and tell me the name 

of a college or university? (Takes one suggestion) Great! Our school is called (e.g) “Harvard” 

Elementary School and I want all of you to imagine that you are students who also attend this great 

school. When I put on my jacket, I will be the principal of this school and we will enter the story.  We 

enter our story by saying 1,2,3 ACTION. 

Actor 2 

Can we all practice that?  1, 2, 3 ACTION! 

Actor 3 

Excellent! Here we go…1, 2, 3 ACTION! 

(Actors put on their signifiers.) 
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Scene 1—The Spelling Bee 

(McKayla and Robert stand off to the side waiting for the bee to continue. Robert pulls a bottle of water 

out of his bag and takes a drink. McKayla watches him. Principal is looking over some of her notes, 

checks the clock and begins.) 

Principal 

Okay students, the break is over.  We’re going to continue onto the final round of our annual school-

wide spelling bee. As you know, we’re down to our two finalists, McKayla Koss and Robert Byrne! In 

a moment we will have our winner! The winner of this competition will receive a cash prize of $500! 

Congratulations to you both for coming this far. Alright, let’s begin with our final words. McKayla, 

you are up—your word is “disposition.” 

(McKayla walks to the front of the “stage”.) 

McKayla 

Disposition.  D…I…S…P…O…S…I…T…I…O…N. Disposition. 

(She smiles proudly.) 

Principal 

Well done. Robert, your word is “complexity.” 

(Robert walks to the front of the “stage”.) 

Robert 

Complexity. C…O…M…P…L…E…X…I…T…Y.  Complexity. 

Principal 

Correct.  McKayla, your next word is “intrinsic.” 

(McKayla walks forward looking nervous.) 

McKayla 

Um…could you please repeat the word? 

Principal 

Certainly.  “Intrinsic.” 

McKayla 

Intrinsic. (Pause)  Could you please use it in a sentence? 
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Principal 

Sure. “Access to nature is intrinsic to a high quality of life.”  Intrinsic. 

McKayla 

Intrinsic. (slowly) I…N…T…R…I…N…S…I…C……………..K. Intrinsic. 

Principal 

I’m sorry, McKayla, but that is incorrect. Robert, the word goes over to you now. If you spell it 

correctly you will be our new spelling bee champion. The word is “intrinsic.” 

(Robert walks forward.) 

Robert 

Intrinsic.  I…N…T…R….I….N….S…I…C. Intrinsic. 

Principal 

Students, please give a round of applause to our newest “Harvard” Elementary School Spelling Bee 

champion, Robert Byrne!  Congratulations, Robert.  (Shakes Robert’s hand and hands him a 

certificate.)  Please also help me congratulate our runner-up, McKayla Koss. You both did an 

impressive job! 

(McKayla is visibly upset and storms off to the side of the “stage”.  Robert, smiling, waves to the 

students, then noticing McKayla has left the stage, follows after her.  Principal exits stage and removes 

jacket.) 

Robert 

McKayla! Wait! 

McKayla 

What do you want? 

Robert 

You did really well in the spelling bee.  

McKayla 

I don’t need your sympathy, Robert. 
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Robert 

I’m not being sympathetic. I mean it. You were a great competitor.  

McK 

Ha! Well, that is pretty funny coming from you. 

Robert 

What do you mean? 

McK 

I mean, it probably wasn’t very hard for you to win because you have the answers written down on a 

piece of paper in your pocket.  

Robert 

What are you talking about?  No, I don’t! (Empties both pockets.) 

McK 

I saw you looking at your cheat-sheet during the break. You know we weren’t allowed to study the 

final words during the break!  (To the class)  You guys saw him, right?  

Robert 

I didn’t have a cheat-sheet, McKayla.  I won the spelling bee fair and square. 

McK 

Whatever, Robert! I don’t have time for this. I need to go home and get ready for my pool party 

tonight. (Announces to the class.) You’re all invited! This party is going to be so cool. We got a DJ and 

we have a huge waterslide in our pool, and there is going to be an ice cream sundae bar with like 30 

toppings! 

Robert 

That sounds amazing! What time should we all show up? 

(SOUND SIGNAL- Short pause) 

McK 

You’re not invited. I don’t want any cheaters at my party. But the rest of you can show up around 6 

and don’t forget to bring your swimsuits!  (McKayla exits.) 

Actor 3 
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And, freeze! 

Facilitation Questions: 

 Did you all hear the Sound Signal—what decision did McKayla just make? 

Okay—keep this moment in mind because we’re going to come back to it later.  This story is getting 

pretty interesting. Do you want to see what happens next? Great, in this next scene, I’ll be playing 

the role of Joey—please give me a 1,2,3 ACTION. 

 

Scene 2- The Decision 

(Joey and McK sit at two chairs talking.) 

McK 

Did you have fun at my party this weekend? 

Joey 

Yeah…but I don’t why you told everyone there was going to be an ice cream sundae bar or a DJ. You 

didn’t have either of those things. 

McK 

Well, I thought we would but we didn’t have time to arrange all of the details… 

Joey 

Your pool was cool but you didn’t have a waterslide like you said…how come you made all of that 

stuff up? 

McK 

I thought you said you had fun, Joey! 

Joey 

I did have fun. I just don’t think you should lie like that. People would have still come to your party 

even if you had told them the truth. 

McK 

(Sternly) I don’t lie.  

(Robert walks in.) 
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McK 

(Notices Robert and begins to speak louder.) 

So everyone has been saying that my party was the best party of the year. They can’t stop talking 

about my huge waterslide. 

Joey 

(Confused) What…? 

Robert 

Hi guys. 

(Joey waves hello.)  

(Robert drops his backpack down by a chair) 

McK 

(Ignoring Robert) I’m so tired today though…we didn’t get to bed until one in the morning because 

the DJ wouldn’t stop playing music and we were all dancing…remember? 

Robert 

How was your party, McKayla? 

McK 

Do you hear something, Joey? I keep hearing this really annoying buzzing sound in my ear but I can’t 

figure out what it is. 

(Joey laughs uncomfortably, not sure what to do.) 

Robert 

Why are you acting like this, McKayla? What did I do? 

McK 

There’s that obnoxious sound again. I can’t figure out what it is but I wish it would go away! 

Robert 

(Turns to leave)  Forget it. 
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McK 

(Turns to face Robert) 

Take a clue, Robert. Nobody likes you because you cheated. We are not friends. 

Joey 

Whoa…McKayla, relax. 

McK 

Oh, I’m sorry…I didn’t realize you were best friends with the cheater. 

Robert 

You’re just mad because I won the spelling bee and you didn’t. 

McK 

No, I’m not! I don’t care about that stupid spelling bee. Besides, everybody knows you didn’t deserve 

to win. They were all talking about it at my party. 

Joey 

No, we weren’t. 

McK 

Shut up, Joey! 

Robert 

Why won’t you believe me? I didn’t cheat. McKayla…McKayla….oh, so you’re just going to ignore 

me now?  

(Pause.  McKayla turns her back on Robert.) 

Robert 

(Defeated)  Fine.  

(Robert walks off “stage” leaving his backpack on the ground.) 

Joey 

Why are you being so mean to him? He’s a nice guy… 
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McK 

I should have won that spelling bee, Joey. I studied those words all year long. It’s not fair! 

Joey 

So you missed one word…you made it all the way to the finals. Being the runner up is really cool. You 

should be proud of your… 

McK 

(Cutting Joey off) That is not good enough…I wanted to win. Robert is a cheater and I’m going to 

make sure everybody knows it. 

Joey 

You don’t know that Robert cheated, McKayla. Nobody else saw him but you. 

McK 

(Notices Robert’s backpack.) 

Look! Robert left his backpack. We should go through it and find his cheat-sheet so we can prove 

he’s a cheater. 

Joey 

I don’t think that’s a good idea. 

McK 

Well, I think it’s an excellent idea—stop being so lame! 

(McK grabs Robert’s bag and opens it.) Dirty gym clothes, lunch…  

(SOUND SIGNAL- Short pause) 

McK 

(McKayla pulls a piece of paper out of her pocket and slips it into Robert’s bag. Gasps!) Here it is! I found 

his cheat-sheet. I told you he cheated! 

Joey 

McKayla! I just saw you put that paper in his bag.  
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McK 

You better back me up on this, Joey. I need you. Now come with me to the principal’s office so we 

can tell her what we found. 

(McKayla stands and begins to leave. Joey stares at McKayla uncomfortably then reluctantly follows.)  

(Robert returns to find his unzipped backpack on the ground.) 

Robert 

Hey… 

(A stern voice comes over the intercom.) 

Principal 

This is Principal Phillips—please pardon the interruption. I would like Robert Byrne to report to my 

office immediately. Robert Byrne—my office immediately. 

Actor 3 

And freeze! 

Facilitation prompts: 

Did you all hear the SOUND SIGNAL?  

What decision did McKayla make? 

What did Joey do? 

Actor 3 

As you all heard, Robert’s been called down to the principal’s office. Let’s see what’s going on. Can I 

get a 1,2,3 ACTION? 

 

Scene 3- The Consequence 

(Robert stands nervously waiting to enter the principal’s office.  McKayla walks up behind him.) 

McKayla 

I heard you got called into the principal’s office, Robert. 

(Robert tries to ignore her.) 
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McKayla 

Aren’t you scared you’re going to lose your award? 

(Continues to ignore her) 

McKayla 

(Stage whisper) Principal Phillips was really angry when I showed her your cheat sheet. 

(SOUND SIGNAL- short pause) 

(Robert turns and glares at McKayla. She smirks at him and he slowly grabs her shoulders and begins to 

push her- she resists.) 

Sample lines of dialogue:  

Robert: Why did you do this to me? You’re going to be sorry. 

McKayla: What are you doing? Don’t touch me, Robert! 

Actor 3 

And freeze.  (Both actors freeze mid-push then leave the stage.) 

Wow…Robert made a pretty serious decision just then. What happened in that scene?  

(Take suggestions.) 

Throughout this story we’ve seen a lot of decisions the characters have made, and a lot of 

consequences of those decisions. Just so we’re all on the same page, can someone give me the 

definition of the word consequence? Don’t worry. I’m not going to make you spell it!   

(Take definition suggestions from students.)  

Great- yes, consequence is defined as the outcome of an event or the result of a decision or an action. 

Consequences can be positive or negative depending on the situation.  We’re going to hit the rewind 

button and take a look at some of the scenes we saw earlier in our story that show the characters’ 

decisions.  

Can we set up the scene when we heard the first sound signal?  Robert and McKayla were having a 

tense conversation after the spelling bee.  Let’s give them a 123 Action! 

REPLAY SCENE: 

Robert 

I didn’t have a cheat-sheet, McKayla.  I won the spelling bee fair and square. 
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McK 

Whatever, Robert! I don’t have time for this. I need to go home and get ready for my pool party 

tonight. (Announces to the class.) You’re all invited! This party is going to be so cool. We got a DJ and 

we have a huge waterslide in our pool, and there is going to be an ice cream sundae bar with like 30 

toppings! 

Robert 

That sounds amazing! What time should we all show up? 

(SOUND SIGNAL- Short pause- McKayla ponders her response.) 

Actor 3 

And freeze. 

How did McKayla respond the first time we saw that scene? 

How was McKayla feeling the moment before she decided not to invite Robert to her party? 

Actor 3 

Interesting...so when we’re feeling (mad, sad, angry, vengeful) it can affect the decisions we make 

and how we treat others. 

Let’s take a look at another Sound Signal moment. Can you set up the scene when Robert is waiting 

outside the principal’s office? Let’s give them a 123 Action! 

REPLAY SCENE: 

McKayla 

I heard you got called into the principal’s office, Robert. 

(Robert tries to ignore her.) 

McKayla 

Aren’t you scared you’re going to lose your award? 

(Continues to ignore her) 

McKayla 

(Stage whisper) Principal Phillips was really angry when I showed her your cheat sheet. 

(SOUND SIGNAL- short pause) 
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(Robert turns and glares at McKayla. She smirks at him- Robert ponders his decision.) 

Actor 3 

And freeze!  

What decision did Robert make the first time we saw this scene? 

What do you think will be the consequence or result of that decision? 

Everyone think of a time when you made a decision when you were feeling upset or angry that you 

regretted later? 

What were some of the emotions you were feeling when you made those decisions? 

How does your body feel physically when you’re feeling upset or angry? (Tightness in throat, heart 

racing, sweating, etc…)  

Actor 3 

I’m going to need your help with the rest of the story.  The “Harvard” Student Leadership Team is 

about to meet to discuss the issues between McKayla Koss and Robert Byrne. The Student 

Leadership team is made up of a group of exceptional students who model positive behavior by 

supporting their classmates. 

When we reenter the drama, we want you all to act as members on the Student Leadership Team at 

“Harvard” elementary school.  I’ll play the principal again, and Robert and McKayla will also be 

coming out to talk to you. You can give them advice on things you think they could have done 

differently.  

There are no right or wrong answers, but we do ask that you keep your comments respectful and on-

topic.  

Can I get a 1,2,3 ACTION? 

(Actor 3 puts on Principal jacket signifier.) 

Scene 4: The Resolution 

(Robert and McKayla enter the scene and sit in front of the group.) 

Principal 

I’ve called you all here today because we’ve had some serious issues between two students over the 

past couple of days.  As you know, anytime there’s a dispute between students they meet with you, 

the Student Leadership Team, to get some advice and guidance. I want to give Robert and McKayla 

an opportunity to meet with you Leaders to discuss the situation before I decide the consequences 

of their actions. Before I bring out Robert and McKayla, we need to open our meeting, as we always 
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do, with our pledge.  Can I please have a volunteer to come up and read our pledge aloud? (In role, 

ask the classroom teacher to select the student.) 

Everyone please raise your right hand as we read the pledge. 

PLEDGE: 

As student leaders, we promise to: 

* create peace in our school 

* be a good friend to others in need 

* offer helpful advice that keeps everyone safe 

------------------------------------------------- 

Student Leaders, please clap twice if you support this pledge. 

Thank you. Our meeting is now in session. (Robert and McKayla enter the room and sit down.) 

Robert and McKayla, the Student Leadership Team welcomes you to their meeting.  Before we begin 

with questions, I’ll ask you each to briefly explain to the Leaders why you're here today. McKayla, 

why don’t you begin. 

McKayla 

Okay…well, I was the runner up in the Spelling Bee competition with Robert. I really wanted to win 

that award because I'd studied all year long. When I misspelled my word and Robert won, I was so 

mad and embarrassed. When Robert congratulated me, I felt so angry with him so I accused him of 

cheating and I didn't invite him to my party. I wanted him to feel as bad as I felt.  

Principal 

Did you really think Robert had cheated? 

McKayla 

No...I knew he hadn't, but I thought that if I made up that story, he would get into trouble and I 

would get the award. I know what I did was wrong...but I was so upset. 

Principal 

Robert- your turn. 

Robert 

When McKayla accused me of cheating, I was really hurt because I worked hard to win that award. I 

didn't understand why she couldn't just be happy for me. I was going to just let it go, but then she 
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went into my bag and put in a fake cheat-sheet. I couldn't believe she would go that far just to get 

me in trouble.  When I got called down to the principal's office, I was really scared that Principal 

Phillips (references the Principal) would believe I had cheated and I would lose my award. Then 

McKayla started teasing me...and something inside me just snapped. I was so mad at her... I grabbed 

her and started pushing her...I know what I did was wrong. 

Principal 

You both made some really unfortunate decisions, but I thank you for being honest about your 

feelings. I'm going to open up the conversation to the Leadership Team.  McKayla, do you have any 

questions for the team? 

McKayla 

Yes...when I lost the award, I was furious and that's why I did what I did...what else could I have done 

in that moment?  

Possible Sub Questions: 

Sometimes when I get mad, I'm not thinking clearly and I just react...how can I stop doing that? 

What are some things you all do when you're mad to help calm yourselves down? 

Robert 

The same thing happened to me...I got so upset that I just couldn't think and that's why I grabbed 

McKayla. What else could I have done in that moment? 

Possible Sub Questions: 

If two students are not getting along, what should they do? 

Why shouldn't they take matters into their own hands and try to work it out themselves? 

It hurt my feelings that Joey went along with McKayla's plan to get me into trouble. I thought she 

was my friend...why do you think she did that?                                                                                                     

Principal 

Leaders, what could Joey have done differently in that moment?  

Robert/McKayla 

These suggestions make a lot of sense. The next time I get really mad and I think I'm just going to 

snap, I'm going to  (repeat some of the students' suggestions.) 
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Robert 

I’m really sorry for grabbing you, McKayla. That was wrong and I never should have done it...no 

matter how mad I felt. 

McKayla 

I'm sorry too. I know you didn't cheat and I shouldn't have tried to get you into trouble just because I 

was mad that I lost. The Student Leaders had a lot of good advice so I think we know how to handle 

tough situations much better now.  

Principal 

Leaders, does anyone have any advice on what McKayla and Robert could do now as they move 

forward in order to keep the peace? 

(Take suggestions)  

Principal 

Remember, you all can always come to me, the principal, or a teacher if you need help. We're here to 

support you. Thank you, Leaders, for your wonderful advice. We'll all work together to make sure 

that something like this doesn't happen between our students again.  I will take all of your 

suggestions into account as I make my decision on what to do next. 

Actor 1 

And freeze. 

(Actors remove their signifiers.)  

Actor 3 

Let’s shake that off. You all had some great advice for Robert and McKayla on how they could go 

about making responsible decisions even where they’re feeling upset or angry.  

Actor 2 

I think this story has shown us the benefits of taking a few minutes to calm down and think about 

the possible consequences of our decisions before we take action. (Actor 1 Name) what’s something 

you do to help you make a smart decision? 

Actor 1 

I make a pros and cons list. I write down all the positive outcomes that might occur from my 

decision, and all the possible negative outcomes then I weigh my options.  What about you, (Actor 3 

Name)? 
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Actor 3 

I find asking a friend, or a teacher or a family member their advice about the situation helps me 

decide the best way to move forward. 

Actor 2 

Those are all great suggestions when you have time to think about your decision, but we all know 

there are times when we feel trapped in a moment and we just want to react right then and there. 

Actor 1 

In those moments, I remember the word PICK- P.I.C.K.  P- Pause; I- inhale deeply; C- consider the 

consequences; and K- Keep myself and others safe. 

(If available, Actor 3 writes PICK on the board.) 

 There are many decisions that I can PICK, and using those steps helps me to PICK the best one for 

me. 

Actor 2 

That’s great! PICK- P- Pause; I- inhale deeply; C- consider the consequences; and K- Keep myself and 

others safe. 

Thanks!  You all shared such wonderful ideas today. Remember, the next time you find yourself in a 

situation where you’re feeling angry and you’re about to react, follow the PICK steps and you won’t 

regret it! 

(Goodbyes) 


